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Overview 
 
The purpose of this User Guide is to explore the various ways to convert a printed Score Sheet 
into a Yamaha XF MIDI file. 
 
The XF MIDI Format is an extension of the Yamaha XG MIDI Format. The XF MIDI Format allows 
the inclusion of Chords as short System Exclusive messages. These Chord Meta Events are 
recognized by all Yamaha Arranger Keyboards. 
 
The XF MIDI Format makes it possible to control the Chord changes during Style Play. 
 
These Chord Symbols show up on the display of a Yamaha GENOS Arranger Keyboard or a 
Yamaha Clavinova. 
 
This conversion process involves 3 components: 
 
1. 
A Scanner to capture the printed Score Sheet as a TIF image file. 
 
2. 
A Music Scanning Software that can translate this TIF image into a Music XML file. 
 
3. 
A Notation Program that can read this Music XML file, insert the Yamaha Chord Meta Events and 
export as a Yamaha XF MIDI file. 
 
 
Note: All associated data files referenced in this User Guide can be downloaded from: 
 
http://www.DavidApps.net/Datafiles.zip 
 
You will have 3 folders: 
 

 Data 

 NoteReader 

 Source 
 

http://www.davidapps.net/Datafiles.zip


                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
4 

 

The 3 Essential Components 
 

Component 1: Flatbed Photo Scanner 
 
The ideal scanner for scanning Score Sheets is the Epson Perfection V39 Color Photo & 
Document Scanner. 
 
https://www.amazon.com/Epson-Perfection-V39-Document-resolution/dp/B00SSXQ7Q2 
 
$99.99 
 

 
 
The top lid can be easily detached for scanning thick Music Books. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Epson-Perfection-V39-Document-resolution/dp/B00SSXQ7Q2
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It is compact, lightweight and powered by the USB cable that connects to your computer. 
 

 
 
It comes with TWAIN as well as WIA drivers. 
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Component 2: Music Scanning Software 
 
The best music scanning software available is SmartScore 64 Professional made by Musitek. 
 
Chris Newell, President of Musitek pioneered the Score to MIDI technology with a product then 
named MidiScan which came in two 3.5” diskettes. 
 
Musitek (Music Recognition Technology) has always maintained its lead in OCR capability when it 
comes to accurately recognizing notes. 
 
SmartScore 64 Pro is the latest incarnation completely rewritten as a 64-bit application. 
 
https://www.musitek.com/smartscore64-pro.html 
 
The price is $399. 
 
However, you can get a 25% discount. 
 
Here is how. 
 
Download the NoteReader App made by Musitek from the Apple App Store. This is a free app 
that lets you snap a picture of a Score Sheet with your iPhone camera and have it instantly 
played back. 
 

 

https://www.musitek.com/smartscore64-pro.html
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Upgrade to the NoteReader Premium Edition for $9.99. 
 
 

     
 
 
This upgrade lets you download the TIFF image, MIDI file, XML file and ENF file. 
 
It also sends you a link to claim your 25% discount on any Musitek product. 
 
Note: Do not skimp on the Music Scanning Software! 
 
Reliable and accurate Note Recognition is the most difficult part of the conversion process. 
Less capable scanning software will frustrate you with long manual edit sessions to get the 
notation just right. 
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You can download a demo version of SmartScore Pro 64 and try it out for free: 
 
https://www.musitek.com/demos.html 
 

 
 
 
Note: 
 
This User Guide assumes you are running a Windows 7 64-bit OS with Service Pack 1. 

https://www.musitek.com/demos.html
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There are several Tutorials explaining how to use SmartScore: 
 
https://www.musitek.com/videos.html 
 

 

https://www.musitek.com/videos.html
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Musitek also runs a User Forum: 
 
http://bsmartscoreusertechresources.runboard.com/ 
 

 
 
 
You can send an email to admin@musitek.com to have answers to any technical questions 
within hours. 
 
 

http://bsmartscoreusertechresources.runboard.com/
mailto:admin@musitek.com
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Component 3: Music Notation Software that exports to XF MIDI 
 
The third and final component you need is a Music Notation Software that can import a Music 
XML file and export that to a Yamaha XF MIDI format. 
 
The only commercially available Music Notation Software that can pull off this feat is Notation 
Composer 4. 
 
https://www.notation.com/notation-software_musician_composer.php 
 

 
 
 
The price is $98.99 
 
No other Music Notation Software like Finale, Sibelius, Dorico, MuseScore, NoteFlight, StaffPad 
or Crescendo can export to an XF MIDI file. They all export to a Standard MIDI file. The Yamaha 
Chord Meta Events are left out.

https://www.notation.com/notation-software_musician_composer.php
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You can download and run a trial version of Notation Composer 4: 
 
https://www.notation.com/Download.php 
 

 
 
You can email Sherry Crann at support@notation.com and have your technical questions 
answered within minutes. 
 
Sherry is the Product Manager at Notation Software, Inc. 
 
This software is developed in Germany under the leadership of Dr. Reinhold Hoffmann, CEO. 

https://www.notation.com/Download.php
mailto:support@notation.com
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Sherry has written a comprehensive User Guide for Notation Composer.  
She has explained every feature with easy to follow instructions and annotated graphics. 
 
https://www.notation.com/ComposerDocs4/Composer4_docs.html?introduction_1.htm 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.notation.com/ComposerDocs4/Composer4_docs.html?introduction_1.htm


                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
14 

Sherry has her own YouTube Channel where she has uploaded dozens of Tutorial Videos: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/SherryCNotation/videos 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/SherryCNotation/videos
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Sherry is very active on the Notation Composer User Forum: 
 
https://www.midinotate.com/vb-forum/index.php 
 

 
 
Notation Composer is a remarkably easy program to learn and use. 
 
With Sherry’s expert guidance you will be in good hands and up to speed in no time. 
 
Notation Composer 4 fills the third and last essential step in converting a Music XML file into a 
Yamaha XF MIDI file. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.midinotate.com/vb-forum/index.php
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The Source: A Printed Score Sheet 
 
This User Guide will use a printed Score Sheet of AULD LANG SYNE as the Source. 
 
The JPEG Image is under the Source folder. 
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Step-1: Epson Perfection V39 Photo Scanner 
 
Connect the Epson Perfection V39 Photo Scanner to your Computer using the included USB 2.0 
Cable. 
 
The blue LED light will turn on the front panel. 
 
Tips: You will get better performance if you connect the Scanner to a powered USB Hub like the 
Plugable 7-Port USB 3.0 Hub. 
 
https://www.amazon.com/Plugable-Port-USB-Power-Adapter/dp/B075NMVGP7/ 
 
The Scanner draws its power from the USB Port. 
 
Remove the top cover. 
 
Place the Score Sheet face down on the glass. 
 
Make sure the Score Sheet is oriented upside down. 
 
Align the lower left corner of the Score Sheet with the lower left corner of the Scanner marked 
with an Arrow. 
 
You are ready to Scan. 
 
Note: The first time you use the Epson Scanner with SmartScore 64 Pro you will be asked to 
select a driver. 
 
Select the WIA driver: 
 

 
 
WIA drivers are preferred over TWAIN which is an old standard. 

https://www.amazon.com/Plugable-Port-USB-Power-Adapter/dp/B075NMVGP7/
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Step-2: SmartScore 64 Pro 
 
Launch SmartScore 64 Pro 
 

 
 
This opens the Task Window. 
 

 
 
Select Scan Music 
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You will see a Preview of your scanned Score Sheet. 
 
Make sure these 3 options are checked: 
 

 Resolution 

 Cropping 

 Preview 
 

 
 
Select Final Scan 
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You will be prompted if you want to scan another page. 
 

 
 
Select Finish 
 
This window will appear 
 

 
 
Select Open Pages in Image Editor 
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You will be prompted to select the Threshold Level. 
 

 
 
The default setting works most of the time. 
 
Select Preview 
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This looks good. 
 
No need to adjust the slider. 
 
Press OK 
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This is your Scanned TIFF Image. 
 

 
 
Before you proceed, create a data folder where you would store the saved files. 
 
In this tutorial all the files will be saved to: 
 
K:\Data 
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Clean up your Scanned Image 
 
Examine your Scanned Image: 
 

 
 
All you need are the: 
 

 Chords 

 Notes 

 Lyrics 
 
You need to remove all the extra text information like Song Title, Page Numbers, Tempo, 
Rhythms, Instrument names, etc. 
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Activate the Select Tool 
 

 
 
 
 
Drag a Rectangle around the Song Title 
 

 
 
Press the Delete Key 
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This removes the Song Title from your image. 
 

 
 
Do some more cleanup work. 
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This is how your image should look after finishing your cleanup job. 
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Straighten your Image 
 
Open the Deskew Tool 
 

 
 
Drag the red line from the start of the top line to the end. 
 

 
 
This will fix any tilt in your scanned image. 
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Begin Image Recognition 
 
Open the Image Recognition Tool 
 

 
 
You will be prompted to save your Scanned Image 
 

 
 
Select Yes 
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Save the Image to K:\Data 
 
Name the File = Auld Lang Syne 
 

 
 
Save 
 
This saves the Scanned Image as: 
 
K:\Data\Auld Lang Syne.tif 
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The Begin Recognition Window will appear 
 
Very important! 
 
Make sure you check the option to Recognize lyrics outside systems 
 

 
 
If you leave this option unchecked then the text underneath the Staff will not be recognized as 
lyrics. They will appear as ordinary gray text. 
 
Uncheck the option Limit to Triplets 
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Click Begin Recognition 
 

 
 

 
 
Open SmartScore file
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OK 
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Save the ENF file under: 
 
K:\Data 
 

 
 
You should have these two files under K:\Data 
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Examine the Recognized Image 
 
 

 
 
Compare the Scanned Image on the top with the Recognized Image on the bottom. 
 
The Lyrics show up in blue text.  
 
The note recognition is 100% accurate. 
 
SmartScore 64 Pro is the world’s best music scanning software. You can expect close to 100% 
accuracy in note recognition every time. 
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Click on the Zoom Tool on the lower right corner. 
 
Set the Zoom Level to 200% 
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Play the Song 
 

 
 
Each note will be highlighted in green as the song plays back. 
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Fix the Chords 
 
Notice, that while Smartscore did an excellent job recognizing the notes and lyrics, it was not 
able to get all the Chords. 
 

 
 
 
Why did this happen? 
 
The boxes around the Chord Symbols tripped the Image recognition engine. 
 
You can manually enter the Chords in SmartScore. 
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Activate the Chord Tool 
 

 
 
Make sure your Caps Lock Key is OFF. 
 
Hover your mouse over the Staff you want to edit. 
 
You can edit only 1 staff at a time. 
 
The active staff ready for editing is marked by the red and blue triangles. 
 
Position your cursor over the point where you want to insert a Chord Symbol. 
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Click to open the Guitar Chord Window. 
 

 
 
The default Chord is a Slash Chord = C/D 
 
Change the Root to F 
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Change the Bass to None 
 

 
 
The Label Preview now shows F 
 

 
 
Press OK 
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The F Chord Symbol is now added above the Staff. 
 

 
 
 
You can proceed to add all the missing chords this way. 
 
However, there is a simpler way to add the missing chords in Notation Composer. 
 
So, leave out all the missing chords in SmartScore. 
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Fix the Lyrics 
 
It is easy to fix the missing Lyrics and misspelled Lyrics in SmartScore. 
 

 
 
Every syllable is linked to a Note. 
 
 
 
Activate the Lyrics Tool. 
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Click on a Note 
 

 
 
 
Enter the associated Lyric 
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Click on another Note 
 

 
 
 
Change the misspelled text from tan to lang 
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Delete all extra Text 
 
Activate the Select Tool 
 

 
 
Drag a rectangle around all unwanted text. 
 

 
 
Press the Delete Key to remove the selected element. 
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Remove the unrecognized Chord Symbols by lassoing a rectangle and pressing the Delete Key. 
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This is how your cleaned up ENF File should look like: 
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Play your Song with a Drum Track 
 
Edit | Automatic Drum Track… 
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Select Drum Pattern = 3 and 4 and 
 

 
 
Press Insert 
 
OK 
 
Press Play 
 

 
 
The Rhythm track will help you identify timing problems. 
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Save your ENF File 
 
File | Save 
 

 
 
 
You are done with SmartScore. 
 
You have successfully scanned a printed Score Sheet. 
 
You have the Notes and the Lyrics. 
 
You need to add some missing Chords. 
 
This part will be done in Notation Composer. 
 
Before you can transfer your project to Notation Composer you must save it as a Music XML File.
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Save As MusicXML 
 
File | Save as MusicXML… 
 

 
 

 
 
Save the file under: 
 
K:\Data 
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You should have 3 files under K:\Data 
 

 
 
 
 

View the User Guide 
 
SmartScore 64 Pro comes with an excellent User Guide with plenty of annotated graphics. 
 
Help | SmartScore 64 User Guide 
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If you need additional help in editing Notes, Lyrics and Chords, this User Guide will walk you 
through all the steps. 
 

 
 
This User Guide sets a new benchmark on how to write easy to follow technical documents. 
 
 
Close SmartScore. 
 
The final step is to launch Notation Composer 4
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Step-3: Notation Composer 4 
 
Launch Notation Composer 4 
 

 
 

 



                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
56 

File | Open 
 

 
 
Navigate to K:\Data 
 

 
 
Open K:\Data\Auld Lang Syne.xml 
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Notice, how all the Notes and Lyrics were imported correctly from the Music XML file. 
 
Even the few Chords that were recognized by SmartScore came through. 
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Add the missing Chords 
 
Open the Text Tab 
 

 
 
Click on the G7 Icon 
 

 
 
You are ready to add Chords. 
 
Move your cursor to the position where you want to insert a Chord. 
 

 



                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
59 

Notice how a blue Chord Entry Box appears. 
 

 
 
Enter F 
 

 
 
Press <Tab> twice to advance to the second beat in Measure 2. 
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Enter Dm 
 

 
 
Press <Tab> twice to advance to Beat 1 of Measure 3. 
 

 
 
Enter Gm7 
 

 
 
If you need to go backwards, enter <Shift><Tab>
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Here is a tip: 
 
The case does not matter. 
 
You can enter gm7 and Notation Composer will translate that to Gm7 
 
For Flats, enter a b 
   
For Sharps, enter a # 
 
 
 
Now you see why it is much simpler and quicker to add the missing Chords in Notation 
Composer 4. 
 
Finish adding the remaining Chords to your song. 
  
 
Notice, when you click on any Chord, it plays the sound. 
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This is how your score will appear after adding all the missing Chords. 
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Fix the Lyrics 
 
SmartScore does a good job in reading the Lyrics. 
 
However, if you need to correct your Lyrics, it can be done easily within Notation Composer 4. 
 
Click on the L Icon. 
 

 
 
 
 
Hover your mouse over any Lyric.  
 
Watch how it gets highlighted in red. 
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Double Click to Edit 
 

 
 
 
This is a simple process.
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Save your Notation Project as a NOT file 
 
File | Save 
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Save the NOT file under K:\Data 
 

 
 
K:\Data\Auld Lang Syne.not 
 



                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
67 

You should now have 4 files saved under K:\Data 
 

 
 
   

Play the Score in Notation Composer 4 
 
Click on the Play button. 
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The song will begin to play from the Green Start Position. 
 

 
 
As the song plays, the Blue Timeline Marker will advance forward. 
 
The Chord being played will be highlighted in Purple. 
 
The Notes being played will be highlighted in Pink. 
 
The Lyric being played will be highlighted in Red. 
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You can start the playback from any position. 
 
Click on any position while holding down the P key. 
 
The Green Song Start Arrow will be placed at this position. 
 

 
 
SmartScore allows you to play back your score against a Drum Track. 
 
Notation Composer goes one step further. 
 
You can audition your melody track against a full backing accompaniment. 
 
To do this you need to purchase the Band-in-a-Box Plugin for $69. 
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Band-in-a-Box Plugin for Notation Composer 4 
 
https://www.notation.com/BuyNotationBiabPlugin.php 
 

 
 
The Band-in-a-Box Plugin comes free for 60 days with 25 Styles when you purchase Notation 
Composer 4. 
 
The full version comes with 150 Styles.

https://www.notation.com/BuyNotationBiabPlugin.php
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Here is how this works. 
 
Open the Band-in-a-Box Tab 
 

 
 
 
This activates the Style Picker 
 

 
 
 
Move your cursor at the beginning of Measure 1 and click. 
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This opens the Pick Style Window 
 
Select Category = Rock/Pop 
 
Select Style = BO Ballad Style 
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Click on the BB Icon 
 

 
 
 
 
Click on the Generate BB Parts Icon 
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Band-in-a-Box generates 4 parts for this specific style: 
 

 Bass 

 Drums 

 Piano 

 Guitar 
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Advance the Green Start Position to the very beginning. 
 

 
 
 
Press Play 
 

 
 
 
The Song will start to play with a 2 bar count in. 
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Change the Tempo 
 
Notice, that the Tempo is too fast. 
 
By default it sets the Temp to 120 beats per minute. 
 
Click on the Tempo Tool 
 

 
 
Set the Tempo = 90 
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Rewind to the beginning. 
Press Play. 
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Switch to a different Style 
 
Double Click on the Style Name on the top Staff 
 

 
 
Select Pop Ballad 
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Click on the Generate BB Parts Icon once again. 
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You get a new arrangement with Bass, Drums, Piano and Guitar. 
 

 
 
Play back the Song.
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You can experiment with different Styles. 
 
Notation Composer will keep track of all your Takes. 
 

 
 
Save this Project under a different Name. 
 
File | Save As 
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Name this project Auld Lang Syne – BB Styles.not 
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Open your original Project 
 
Open your original Auld Lang Syne.not project. 
 
File | Open 
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This is the original project before you began adding the Band-in-a-Box Style tracks. 
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Change the Tempo to 96 to match the Score Sheet 
 

 
 
 

Turn on the Metronome 
 

 
 
 
Playback the Song 
 
 

Change the Instrument to a Piano 
 
Click on the Staff Setup Icon 
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The current instrument is set to Nylon Guitar 
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Change this to a Piano 
 

 
 
Play back the Song 
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Export your Project to an XF MIDI file 
 
File | Export | MIDI… 
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Make sure the XG MIDI format is selected 
 

 
 
Save 
 
Notation Composer 4 will automatically add the Yamaha Meta Chord Events to this XG MIDI file 
making it an XF MIDI file. 
 
Note: The XF Chords are exported in every MIDI format option. 
 
Notation Composer will always add the XF Chord Events to all MIDI formats – XG, GS, GM2 and 
GM. 
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Check your K:\Data folder 
 
You should see Auld Lang Syne.mid 
 

 
 
There is just one more step before you can play this back correctly on your Yamaha Arranger. 
 
During the voice switch over from Guitar to Piano it is quite likely the notes will get shifted down 
by an Octave. 
 
How can you verify this? 
 
Open the MIDI file in Notation Composer 4. 
 
File | Open 
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Change to the Treble Clef 
 
Notice how the Treble Clef got changed to a Bass Clef. 
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Click on the Bass Clef 
 
It will turn blue confirming that this object has been selected. 
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Click on the Treble Clef Icon. 
 

 
 
 
This changes back the melody line to the Treble Clef. 
 
However, the notes are now one octave lower. 
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Transpose the Notes one Octave Higher 
 
The final step is to transpose the Notes one Octave Higher. 
 
Staff | Transpose actual concert pitches… 
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Transpose Actual Pitches 
 

 
 
Next 
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Transpose pitches 12 half-steps UP 
 

 
 
Finish 
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Your XF MIDI file now looks picture perfect. 
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Export to MIDI 
 
File | Export | MIDI… 
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Name this new file Auld Lang Syne 2.mid 
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Examine your Data folder: 
 

 
 
You should see your final Yamaha XF MIDI file: 
 
Auld Lang Syne 2.mid 
 
This XF MIDI file will play back properly on any Yamaha Arranger Keyboard while triggering the 
Chord Changes in any Style that you select. 
 
Note: 
 
Notation Composer has the unique capability of preserving all MIDI events of your source MIDI 
file when you Export to MIDI. 
 
The guarantees that all your MIDI Events including SysEx Events, Controller Events, Pedal Events, 
variation in Velocity, Channel Pressure, etc., are preserved in the exported MIDI file. 
 
You can be rest assured that your Exported MIDI file from Notation Composer will sound exactly 
as your source MIDI file and sound exactly the same when played back through your instrument. 
 
Many Music Notation programs drop some of these MIDI Events during the Export operation 
resulting in a MIDI file that no longer sounds like the source. This is something you should be 
aware of. 
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Is this process cost effective? 
 
Now that you have explored the applications and steps involved in converting a piece of printed 
sheet music into a Yamaha XF MIDI file containing Chords and Lyrics, it is cost effective? 
 
Consider the cost of your investment: 
 

 Epson Perfection V39 Photo Scanner = $99.99 
 

 Musitek SmartScore 64 Pro (with 25% discount) = $299 
 

 Notation Composer 4 (without Band-in-a-Box plugin) = $98.99 
 
 
Grand Total = $497.98 
 
 
To this you must add the value of your labor and time that it takes to: 
 

 Find a Score Sheet 

 Scan the Score Sheet 

 Run the Image Recognition Process 

 Perform Cleanup operations 

 Export as a MusicXML file 

 Import the MusicXML file into Notation Composer 4 

 Fix the Chords and Lyrics 

 Export to an XF MIDI file 

 Reopen the MIDI file 

 Change the Bass Clef to a Treble Clef 

 Transpose all notes one Octave higher 

 Export to a MIDI file one last time 
 
You need to repeat these steps for every song. 
 
On the other hand you can purchase professionally arranged XF MIDI files voiced for your 
specific Yamaha Arranger from Yamaha Music Soft or MIDISpot.com 
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Yamaha Music Soft 
 
https://shop.usa.yamaha.com/en/downloadables/songs/midi.html 
 

 
 
You can readily access 497 superbly crafted XF MIDI files made by Yamaha for $6.99 each. 
 
If you buy 3-5 MIDIs then it's a 5% discount 
If you buy 6-8 MIDIs then it's a 10% discount 
If you buy 9+ MIDIs then it's a 15% discount 
 
They frequently go on Sale with a 20% storewide discount. 

https://shop.usa.yamaha.com/en/downloadables/songs/midi.html
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MIDISpot.com 
 
https://www.midispot.com/en/ 
 

 
 
The price is around $7 for each XF MIDI file. 
 
MIDISpot has a large collection. 
 
Clearly, it would not make any monetary sense to invest $500 in purchasing a scanner, 
SmartScore 64 Pro and Notation Composer 4 just to create a few dozen XF MIDI files. 

https://www.midispot.com/en/
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However, if you want to convert an entire Music Fake Book containing 200 songs into XF MIDI 
files playable on any Yamaha Arranger, your initial investment of $500 would pay off. 
 
Purchasing 200 XF MIDI files from Yamaha Music Soft or MIDISpot.com would cost you $6.99 x 
200 = $1,398. 
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Are there cheaper ways of making XF MIDI files? 
 
Yes, there is! 
 

NoteReader Premium App by SmartScore 
 
The obvious way is to use the NoteReader Premium App by SmartScore to instantly convert a 
picture of a Score Sheet taken by your iPhone Camera and have the MIDI file emailed back to 
you. 
 
Check out these 4 files that NoteReader created when a picture was taken of the Score Sheet of 
Auld Lang Syne. 
 

 Auld Lang Syne.enf 

 Auld Lang Syne.midi 

 Auld Lang Syne.tiff 

 Auld Lang Syne.xml 
 
These files are located in the folder named NoteReader 
 
 
The Auld Lang Syne.midi file plays back perfectly without hitting a wrong note. 
 
For an App that costs less than $10 this presents an extraordinary value. 
 
Granted, you do not get the Chords and the Lyrics, but you could easily load this MIDI file in 
Notation Composer 4 and add the Chords and Lyrics and export out to an XF MIDI file. 
 
This brings down your initial investment to: 
 
NoteReader Premium App = $9.99 
Notation Composer 4 = $98.99 
 
Grand Total = $108.98 
 
You do not need a Scanner or SmartScore 64 Pro. 
 
This option suddenly becomes very attractive. 
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This is how the TIFF image looks like captured on the iPhone camera. 
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GNMIDI Professional 3.27 
 
You can use GNMIDI Professional 3.26 developed by Dr. Gunter Nagler to add Chords and Lyrics 
to any Standard MIDI File. 
 
This program creates a Yamaha XF MIDI file with embedded Meta Chord Events that is playable 
on any Yamaha Arranger Keyboard. The Styles follow the Chord changes. 
 
https://www.gnmidi.com 
 
Price = $48 (approx.) 
 

 

https://www.gnmidi.com/
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GNMIDI 3.27 will display the Lyrics and the Yamaha XF Meta Chord Events 
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GNMIDI can read a Standard MIDI file, analyze the song and guess the correct chords. 
 
Analyze | Guess Chords 
 

 
 
This is the fastest way to add XF Chords into your MIDI file. 
 
However, you need to have a MIDI file with accompaniment tracks from where the software can 
derive the Chords. 
 
It will not work with a single Melody Track. 
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If you have a MIDI file with a single melody line, you would need to manually insert the Chords. 
 
GNMIDI 3.27 comes with an elegant Grid Style Chord Editor which makes this process easy. 
 
Modify | Chords editor… 
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Each Row represents a Measure 
 
The Columns labeled 1, 2, 3, 4 are the Beats within a Measure 
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To Add or Modify Chords, just double click on a cell. 
 

 
 
Enter the Chord of your choice. 
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GNMIDI 3.27 also comes with a Lyrics Editor. 
 
Modify | Karaoke editor… 
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Choose the melody channel 
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You can select any Row and edit the Lyrics 
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These are the functions under the Settings Menu 
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These are the functions under the Convert Menu 
 

 
 
 
 
GNMIDI has one special function that allows you to examine your XF MIDI file under a 
microscope. 
 
You can convert your MIDI file into an Excel Spreadsheet, make any changes and convert that 
back to a MIDI file. 
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Convert | Convert MIDI to (.csv) spreadsheet 
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This command dumps a Comma Separated Values File. 
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Here is how the .csv file looks like in Excel. 
 

 
 
Every Row shows an Event. 
 
Every Column shows the Property of that Event. 
 
Pay close attention to the META events on Row 16 and Row 23 
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Scroll to the right to see more columns. 
 

 
 
You guessed it! 
 
These are the Yamaha XF Meta Chord Events. 
 
It is not a part of the XG Protocol, but rather an extension to the XG Protocol that allows Chords 
to be embedded into a MIDI file. 
 
All Yamaha Arrangers respond to these META Chord Events. 
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If you sort out the META Events you get the following listing: 
 
I have added the last column to show how the Chord Names are mapped to these META Events. 
 
This is the complete listing of the 22 Chords present in Auld Lang Syne.mid played on the key of 
C Major. 
 

 
 
There is nothing mysterious about it. It is all mathematical. 
 
Any manufacturer or software developer is free to add XF MIDI capability to their product. 
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To learn more about these Chord Events, download Yamaha’s XF Format Specifications from 
Jørgen Sørensen's YAMAHA Keyboard Resource Site: 
 
http://www.jososoft.dk/yamaha/pdf/xfspec.pdf 
 
 

 
 
Read pages 19 and 20 to understand the mapping of Chord Names to these META Events. 
 

http://www.jososoft.dk/yamaha/pdf/xfspec.pdf
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Now look closely to all the Text Events 
 

 
 
Examine the Properties of Rows 14, 17 and 20. 
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Scroll to the right. 
 

 
 
All Lyric Text is associated with TextType = lyric 
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If you sort out all TextType values = lyric, you get this listing: 
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You can make changes to the Lyrics in this spreadsheet and import it back using: 
 
Convert | Convert .csv spreadsheet into MIDI file 
 

 
 
 
 
 
It is possible to use NoteReader in conjunction with GNMIDI to create XF MIDI files from a 
printed Score Sheet. 
 
NoteReader Premium App = $9.99 
 
GNMIDI Professional 3.27 MIDI Utility = $48 
 
Grand Total = $58 
 
This is certainly a cost-effective solution although not as elegant as using Notation Composer 4.
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Yamaha XGWorks 3.0.7E 
 
Yamaha’s XGWorks is the ideal software for creating and editing Yamaha XF MIDI files. In 
addition this software lets you specify the Styles. 
 
Yamaha has stopped all development on XGWorks since it acquired Cubase. 
 
The last universal release of XGWorks was 3.0.7E. There is a version 4 in Japanese. 
 
It works under Windows XP, Windows 7 and Windows 10. 
 
You can download this software from XG Central: 
 
http://www.xg-central.com/xgc-software.php 
 

 
 
Scroll down to the Tools Section and download XGWorks. 
 

 

http://www.xg-central.com/xgc-software.php
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You can insert Chords. 
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You can create Style Blocks 
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It includes an XG Editor 
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Yamaha XFTOOL 
 
The XFTOOL program from Yamaha is a freeware. 
 
You can download the program and the manual from: 
 
https://www.heikoplate.de/xftool-manual.html 
 

 
 
XFTOOL only works under Windows XP 32-bit. 
 
It will not work under Windows 7, 8, 10.

https://www.heikoplate.de/xftool-manual.html
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Chord Palette 
 

 
 
 
It is easy to insert the XF Meta Chord Events with XFTOOL
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Phrase Palette 
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Lyric Palette 
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Cue Palette 
 

 
 
You can toggle between the Chord, Phrase, Lyric and Cue Palettes. 
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PSRUTI 8.21  
 
This is a FREE MIDI Utility designed by Heiko Plate for Yamaha PSR series of Arrangers. 
 
https://www.heikoplate.de/psruti.html 
 

 

https://www.heikoplate.de/psruti.html
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This software automatically computes the Chords from a MIDI file provided there are one or 
more tracks from where it can extract the Chord information. 
 
If you have a single melody track, you are out of luck. 
 
 

 
 
This software works well with Standard MIDI Files from Tune 1000. 
 
PSRUTI can analyze the accompaniment tracks and insert the relevant Yamaha XF Meta Chord 
Events turning this into an XF MIDI file. 
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Other Music Notation Programs 
 
If you want to save the cost of buying a flatbed scanner and a state of the art Music Scanning 
Software like SmartScore, you may decide to simply input the notes from your printed score 
sheet into a Music Notation program and export that as a MIDI file or a Music XML file. 
 
All Music Notation programs would allow you to export to a Standard MIDI File. 
 
Notation Composer 4 is the only Music Notation Software that exports the XF Chords to all MIDI 
Formats: 
 

 XG MIDI 

 GS MIDI 

 GM2 MIDI 

 GM MIDI 
 
In addition Notation Composer has the unique capability of preserving all MIDI events of your 
source MIDI file when you Export to MIDI. 
 
The guarantees that all your MIDI Events including SysEx Events, Controller Events, Pedal Events, 
variation in Velocity, Channel Pressure, etc., are preserved in the exported MIDI file. 
 
You can be rest assured that your Exported MIDI file from Notation Composer will sound exactly 
as your source MIDI file and sound exactly the same when played back through your instrument. 
 
This crucial functionality makes Notation Composer 4 an indispensible tool for all Yamaha 
Arranger Keyboard players. 
 
If you decide not to buy Notation Composer 4 for $98 for turning MIDI files into XF MIDI files 
there is a cheaper utility. You can purchase GNMIDI 3 for $48 and manually insert the Chords via 
a Grid Style Chord Editor. GNMIDI 3 will create a Yamaha XF MIDI file. 
 
Please be aware that GNMIDI 3 is a MIDI Utility program. It is not a Music Notation program. 
 
You are far better off purchasing Notation Composer 4 for $98 and access its wide palette of 
capabilities and functions.  
 
Most Music Notation programs also support Import/Export to the Music XML format. 
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Music XML files come in 3 formats: 
 

 MusicXML (*.xml) 
 

 Compressed MusicXML (*.mxl) 
 

 MusicXML (*.musicxml) 
 
 
You can differentiate them by their file extensions: 
 
.xml 
 
.mxl 
 
.musicxml 
 
 
Notice how the compressed (.mxl) version is about ten times smaller than the (.xml) version. 
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You can open any Music XML file (*.xml) in a Text Editor like Notepad++ 
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You cannot readily open a compressed Music XML file (.mxl) in a Text Editor. 
 
You need to uncompress the file first. 
 
Since the compression follows the Zip format, simply rename the .mxl extension to .zip  
 
Rename  
 
Auld Lang Syne.mxl  
 
to  
 
Auld Lang Syne.zip 
 
 

 
 
 
Unzip Auld Lang Syne.zip 
 
You will get back Auld Lang Syne.xml 
 
You can now open this XML file in any text editor. 
 
Think of the (.mxl) format as a zipped version of the (.xml) format. 
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You can learn more about Compressed MXL Files here: 
 
https://www.musicxml.com/tutorial/compressed-mxl-files/ 
 

https://www.musicxml.com/tutorial/compressed-mxl-files/
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The (.musicxml) format is exactly the same as the (.xml) format. 
 
The extension is only meant to indicate that this is a Music XML file as opposed to a generic XML 
file. 
 
You can open any (.musicxml) file in a Text Editor like Notepad++ 
 

 
 
Notation Composer 4 can Import and Export Music XML files in all 3 formats: 
 
.xml 
.mxl 
.musicxml 
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Crescendo 6.15 
 
One of the easiest to learn Music Notation Software that allows you to write, compose and print 
music is Crescendo. 
 
https://www.nch.com.au/notation/index.html 
 
This software is free for home use. 
 

 

https://www.nch.com.au/notation/index.html
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What makes it so easy to edit scores is the popup that appears when you click on a note. 
 

 
 
 
You may also select from the Menu 
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Crescendo has a comprehensive set of Tutorials. 
 
https://www.nch.com.au/notation/tutorial.html 
 

 
 

 

https://www.nch.com.au/notation/tutorial.html
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They have a User Forum: 
 
https://nch.invisionzone.com/forum/123-crescendo-music-notation/ 
 

 
 
Crescendo runs on Windows XP, 7 and 10 
 

 
 
The biggest drawback of this otherwise excellent beginner’s tool is the lack of support for 
reading and writing to the Music XML format. 
 
You can easily enter your Notes, Chords and Lyrics. However, there is no way to transfer your 
work to another Music Notation Software like Notation Composer 4.  
 
Yes, you can export to a Standard MIDI File, but the Chords and Lyrics gets dropped.

https://nch.invisionzone.com/forum/123-crescendo-music-notation/
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MuseScore 3.6.2 
 
MuseScore 3.6.2 is an excellent FREE Open Source Music Notation Software. 
 
https://musescore.org/en 
 
 

 

https://musescore.org/en
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MuseScore has their own YouTube Channel with tons of Tutorials. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/musescore/videos 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/musescore/videos
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What makes this free Music Notation Software so special is that it reads not only Standard MIDI 
files but also Yamaha XF MIDI files. 
 
This means if you create an XF MIDI file with Chords and Lyrics in Notation Composer 4, it will 
correctly display all your Chords and Lyrics in the Score. 
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When you click on any Chord, it gets highlighted in blue and the notes of the Chord are played 
back. 
 

 
 
  
MuseScore can do another neat trick. 
 
Right Click on a Chord Symbol to open the Context Menu. 
 
 

 
 
Select Realize Chord Symbols. 
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Show more… 
 

 
 
It can actually convert your Chord Symbols into Notes on the Staff. 
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Press OK 
 
The Notes for the F Chord are added. 
 

 
 
Why is this feature so important for Arranger Keyboard Players? 
 
MuseScore automatically translates each Chord Symbol into Chord Notes when you Export to 
MIDI 
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Here is how the exported MIDI file from MuseScore looks like: 
 

 
 
Notice, how the notes for each Chord was inserted into the Staff. 
 
You can play back this MIDI file from MuseScore on any Arranger Keyboard. It will drive the 
Chord Changes when you play back a Style. It works with all Arranger Keyboards from Korg, 
Yamaha, Roland, Ketron and Casio. 
 
You just need to set your Arranger Keyboard to Full Scanning Mode. 
 
This is a universal solution.  
 
MuseScore can also Import and Export Music XML files both in compressed and uncompressed 
formats. 
 
This makes it a breeze to exchange MuseScore project files with Notation Composer project files. 
 
Just make sure to make your final Export to MIDI via Notation Composer 4 to allow the proper XF 
Meta Chord Events to get embedded. 
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MuseScore is one of the best programs to make beautiful PDFs from your MIDI files or Music 
XML files.  
 
Here is the PDF output from MuseScore. 
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Dorico SE 3.5 
 
Steinberg entered the Music Notation Software market a few years back with their new product 
named DORICO. 
 
Dorico has been imagined from grounds up to present the simplest and most intuitive user 
interface for writing, playing and publishing your own orchestral compositions. 
 
After you take the time to familiarize yourself with Finale and Sibelius, the two industry giants, 
you would appreciate the streamlined workflow that Dorico offers leading to increased 
productivity and less frustrations. 
 
You can download Dorico SE 3.5 for FREE and keep using it forever: 
 
https://new.steinberg.net/dorico/se/ 
 

 

https://new.steinberg.net/dorico/se/
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Before you install this software you must absolutely watch this Installation Video: 
 
Installing and Activating Dorico SE  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Kcha7-5cBY 
 

 
 
This tutorial is narrated by Anthony Hughes. 
 
It explains how to create your account with Steinberg, get your Activation Code, run the 
Steinberg Download Assistant and install the License. 
 
Dorico is designed to run on Windows 10. 
 
However, it will also work on a Windows 7 64-bit machine running Service Pack 1 if you first 
install Microsoft .NET Framework 4.6.2. 
 
Microsoft .NET Framework 4.6.2 (Offline Installer) for Windows 7 SP1 
 
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=53344 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Kcha7-5cBY
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=53344
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Once you install the Steinberg Download Assistant make sure you download these two 
programs. 
 

 Dorico SE 3.5.12 Application Installer 

 Dorico SE 3.5.10 Sounds Installer 
 

 
 
Be patient! 
 
The size of the Sounds Installer is 2.59 GB. 
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Run the eLicense Control Center to Activate your License. 
 

 
 
 
Enter your Activation Code 
 

 
 
 
You are now ready to launch Dorico SE 3.5 
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Here is how the Dorico User Interface looks like. 
 
This is the Write Mode: 
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The controls are grouped under a logical grouping of modes: 
 

 Setup 

 Write 

 Play 

 Print 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This is the Play Mode: 
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This is the Print Mode: 
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Dorico SE 3.5 comes with a free 2.72 GB installation of the VST Instrument HALion Sonic SE 
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Dorico has an active User Forum. 
 
https://forums.steinberg.net/c/dorico/8 
 
 

 
 
Questions get answered within minutes.  
 
Chances are Daniel Spreadbury will send you a detailed response. 
 
If you ask for any enhancement requests, they usually get implemented in the next release. 

https://forums.steinberg.net/c/dorico/8
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You can watch the Dorico 3.5 Official Launch on YouTube that was streamed live from London on 
May 20, 2020. This was presented by John Barron, Product Specialist at Dorico. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9WvTL7yaDA 
 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T9WvTL7yaDA
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This 90-min session was streamed live during NAMM 2021 by John Barron. It gives a good 
introduction to the features and functions of Dorico 3.5 PRO. 
 
Discover Dorico 3.5 Music Notation Software: Smarter, Faster, Easier 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6AUsNm1q80 
 

 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q6AUsNm1q80
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Dorico has its own YouTube Channel 
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/dorico/videos 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/dorico/videos
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To get started with Dorico SE 3.5 you must absolutely watch the following 10 Tutorials by 
Anthony Hughes: 
 
1. 
Dorico SE Overview 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVMAJCJyLaw 
 
 
2. 
Installing and Activating Dorico SE | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Kcha7-5cBY 
 
 
3. 
Finding Your Way Around | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QirsGa3zCek 
 
 
4. 
Starting Your First Project | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_ZkxhuSDwM 
 
 
5. 
Adding a Second Instrument | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKEpCrKpREk 
 
 
6. 
Editing and Arranging | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEjWQsWePFQ 
 
 
7. 
Sharing Your Project | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dw482QrQeg 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LVMAJCJyLaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Kcha7-5cBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QirsGa3zCek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m_ZkxhuSDwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xKEpCrKpREk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wEjWQsWePFQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Dw482QrQeg
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8. 
Guitar and Percussion | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9Hycnl0l0c 
 
 
9. 
Advanced Techniques | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HUl4OhdGvE 
 
 
10. 
Upgrade From SE to Elements | Getting Started with Dorico SE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgXB0h8MSwM 
 
 
 
 
Dorico is a joy to use! 
 
The development team at Steinberg is on a mission to redefine the Music Notation Software 
landscape.  
 
New features are being added at a furious pace. It has caught the attention of professional 
musicians who have flocked to Dorico for its simplicity and elegance. 
 
It is only a matter of time before Dorico becomes the new industry standard. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X9Hycnl0l0c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HUl4OhdGvE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KgXB0h8MSwM
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At the moment Dorico cannot add the Yamaha XF extensions to a MIDI file to turn it into an XF 
MIDI file.  
 
If you write your composition in Dorico you still need to transfer the Music XML file to Notation 
Composer 4 to have it create an XF MIDI file. 
 
This situation is about to change. 
 
Once the development team at Dorico adds the Yamaha XF extensions, you would be able to 
create an XF MIDI file right from within Dorico. 
 
The significance is huge.  
 
Since Dorico SE 3.5 is free, it would present the cheapest way to make your own XF MIDI files 
from a printed Score Sheet. 
 
All you would need to purchase is the NoteReader Premium App for $9.99 to convert your 
printed Score Sheet into a MIDI file and have Dorico do the rest. 
 
Once you import a Standard MIDI file into Dorico it is trivial to enter the Chords and the Lyrics. 
 
If you were to learn a Music Notation Software today, I would highly recommend Dorico. 
 
Dorico is poised to eclipse all other Music Notation programs in the near future as it matures. 
 
Even the free SE version packs a lot of functionality. 
 
The programmers who originally designed Sibelius thought of taking a fresh look in creating a 
modern Music Notation platform from the grounds up unhindered by legacy code. This is how 
Dorico was born. 
 
Dorico is the next generation Music Notation Software. 
 
With Yamaha’s backing, Dorico is the future. 
 
Yamaha is the world’s largest musical instruments manufacturer.
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Sibelius 
 
Sibelius is easier to learn and use compared to Finale. 
 
https://www.avid.com/music-writing-software 
 
Their cheapest subscription plan is $9.99 per month or $99 for 1 year. 
 

 
 

https://www.avid.com/music-writing-software
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You can download Sibelius First for free. 
 
http://www.sibelius.com/download/index.html 
 

 
 
Once you create a Master Account with AVID, the download link will be emailed to you. 
The size of the Windows installer is about 1 GB.

http://www.sibelius.com/download/index.html
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This is how the interface looks like when you Import a Music XML file into Sibelius First. 
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This is the Play Tab 
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Sibelius First can Export to MIDI and Avid Scorch. 
 
File | Export 
 
However, this free version does not support Export to Music XML making it difficult to transfer 
your work to other Music Notation Software. 
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You can access all Getting Started Tutorials here: 
 
https://www.avid.com/sibelius#Tutorials 
 

 

https://www.avid.com/sibelius#Tutorials
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This is Avid Sibelius Users Facebook Group: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sibeliussoftwareforum/ 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/sibeliussoftwareforum/
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Finale 
 
Finale is the granddaddy of all Music Notation Programs. 
 
https://www.finalemusic.com/products/finale/ 
 

 

https://www.finalemusic.com/products/finale/
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They have a FREE version called Finale NOTEPAD 
 
https://www.finalemusic.com/products/notepad/ 
 

 
 

https://www.finalemusic.com/products/notepad/
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Finale has a YouTube Channel will lots of Tutorials. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/finale/videos 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/finale/videos
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Here is how the Finale NotePad User Interface looks like: 
 

 
 
Finale NotePad can Import and Export to Music XML. 
 
This makes it possible to transfer your projects between Finale and Notation Composer 4 and 
almost every other Music Notation programs.
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Noteflight  
 
Noteflight is a FREE online Music Notation Software. 
 
https://www.noteflight.com/ 
 

 

https://www.noteflight.com/
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You can browse through their User Guide to learn how to use this software. 
 
https://www.noteflight.com/guide#shortcuts 
 

 

https://www.noteflight.com/guide#shortcuts
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Noteflight has plenty of Tutorials on their YouTube Channel 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/NoteflightVideo/videos 
 

https://www.youtube.com/user/NoteflightVideo/videos
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StaffPad 
 
StaffPad is a Music Notation App that runs on your iPad or Windows 10 Tablet. 
 
https://www.staffpad.net/ 
 

 

https://www.staffpad.net/
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You can learn more about StaffPad from their YouTube Channel: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StaffPadOfficial/videos 
 

https://www.youtube.com/c/StaffPadOfficial/videos
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Yamaha GENOS Arranger Keyboard Resources 
 
The Yamaha GENOS is the flagship Arranger Keyboard from Yamaha. 
 
The GENOS was released in August 31, 2017 as the next generation Arranger Workstation 
succeeding Tyros 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. 
 
With its large 1652 Sound palette featuring 75 Super Articulation 2! and 390 Super Articulation! 
voices, 550 Styles, 58 Drum Kits featuring 10 Revo! Drums, 28 Insertion Effects, 256 Voice 
Polyphony, 76 Keys and a 9 inch color Touch Screen the GENOS set a new benchmark and 
became the most sought after Arranger Keyboard in the world. 
 
Yamaha has periodically released free OS Updates with Version 2.0 being the latest that added 
many requested features. 
 
https://usa.yamaha.com/products/musical_instruments/keyboards/arranger_workstations/geno
s/index.html 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
What made the Yamaha GENOS so popular is the active participation of fans and free exchange 
of utilities, resources and tips & tricks on numerous Music Forums, many of them started by long 
time Yamaha Arranger players and programmers. 

https://usa.yamaha.com/products/musical_instruments/keyboards/arranger_workstations/genos/index.html
https://usa.yamaha.com/products/musical_instruments/keyboards/arranger_workstations/genos/index.html
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The Yamaha GENOS is an incredible piece of engineering that encapsulates the very best of 
Arranger Technology ever assembled under one device. 
 
With its real time assignable knobs and sliders and well thought out ergonomic layout of colored 
tactile buttons, this is an Arranger Player’s dream machine. 
 
In the hands of an expert musician this instrument can recreate the polished sound of a full band 
or orchestra as you would expect from a commercial recording in a mastering studio. 
 
Listening to a few demos by Peter Baartmans will certainly convince you. 
 
Besides the advanced technology inside the GENOS what makes owning this instrument such a 
satisfying experience is the supporting eco-system that Yamaha has built around it. 
 
You know you are in good hands when all your technical questions can be answered within hours 
in the various Yamaha Music Forums. 
 
Here are some of the essential resources, demos, websites and forums you can visit to maximize 
the investment on your GENOS. 
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Yamaha GENOS Factory Demos 
 
Listen to all the Factory Demos on the Yamaha GENOS Arranger Keyboard: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1S_jY_m9XOw 
 

 
 
This demo has 9 sections showcasing the Orchestral, Schlager, Rock, Latin, Country, Ballroom, 
Dance, R&B and Jazz styles. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1S_jY_m9XOw
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Yamaha GENOS Voices 
 
Here is one of the finest demonstrations of all GENOS Voices sorted by Category. 
 
It is played by a trained Pianist on a Yamaha Clavinova CVP-809 which shares the same voices as 
the GENOS. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYe49M4xIBo 
 

 
 
The above video is indexed to help you jump to any voice category. 
 
Click on SHOW MORE under the Video Description. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pYe49M4xIBo
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The Yamaha Clavinova CVP-809 also has the Bosendorder Grand Piano sample not featured on 
the GENOS. 
 
https://youtu.be/pYe49M4xIBo?t=72 
 
 

 
 
 
The CFX Concert Grand Piano sample on the GENOS is played at the beginning of this demo: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NanYi7WD6E 
 

 

https://youtu.be/pYe49M4xIBo?t=72
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NanYi7WD6E
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Yamaha GENOS Factory Styles 
 
The Yamaha GENOS comes with 550 superbly arranged Factory Styles sorted under 15 
Categories. 
 
If you want to hear how they sound, Michael Lumley has taken the monumental task of 
showcasing each and every one of these 550 Styles that you can audition on YouTube. 
 
Michael has posted 15 videos each spanning an hour to two hours and 30 minutes in length. 
 
Click on SHOW MORE to view the full description under each video. 
 
Michael has gone the extra mile to index every video to jump to any specific Style within a 
Category. 
 
1. 
Pop Styles: 2 hours 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WS3fJ6m08Eg 
 
 
2. 
Rock Styles: 1 hour 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBkNZoYzagQ 
 
 
3. 
Retro Pop Styles: 2 hours 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMe93grtg0Q 
 
 
4. 
Oldies Styles: 1 hour 40 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCJO2BYnUPw 
 
 
5. 
Dance Styles: 2 hours 11 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KlHMMGMbII 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WS3fJ6m08Eg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HBkNZoYzagQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMe93grtg0Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PCJO2BYnUPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KlHMMGMbII
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6. 
R&B Styles: 2 hours 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4xBZK6mi88 
 
 
7. 
Entertainer Styles: 2 hours 30 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jcuK1J5UE4 
 
 
8. 
Country Styles: 1 hour 50 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQykOugw9fw 
 
 
9. 
Jazz Styles: 1 hour 30 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQmxbJ1KBt4 
 
 
10. 
Easy Listening Styles: 1 hour 48 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9EdfA21IvM 
 
 
11. 
Latin Styles: 1 hour 30 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwSkvVgdols 
 
 
12. 
Ballroom Styles: 1 hour 42 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ak0hldBYjUU 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d4xBZK6mi88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jcuK1J5UE4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQykOugw9fw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kQmxbJ1KBt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_9EdfA21IvM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwSkvVgdols
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ak0hldBYjUU


                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
202 

13. 
Movie & Show Styles: 2 hours 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWHU1See_q4 
 
 
14. 
Classic & Events Styles: 1 hour 12 mins 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGRH_0vpfKY&t=59s 
 
 
15. 
Traditional & Folk Styles: 2 hours 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DuyQHjY4qSs 
 
 
That is 27 hours of back to back Yamaha GENOS Styles – all professionally voiced and rendered 
by various Yamaha programmers from around the world! 
 
Once you realize the sheer volume of work that went into crafting these styles you begin to 
realize why the Yamaha GENOS Arranger is priced so much higher than the Yamaha MONTAGE. 
 
Michael has over 500 videos on his YouTube Channel KeyboardKrazy49 documenting every 
Arranger Keyboard his has owned over the past 10 years with helpful tips and tricks and 
comprehensive tutorials. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/user/KeyboardKrazy49/videos 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hWHU1See_q4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGRH_0vpfKY&t=59s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DuyQHjY4qSs
https://www.youtube.com/user/KeyboardKrazy49/videos
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Here are a couple of his Tutorials on the Yamaha GENOS: 
 
Tutorial 1 - Some of the Basic & Intermediate Functions / Features: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAdNuIC49KI 
 
 
Tutorial 2 - Some of the Advanced Functions / Features: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNd5lmfOD0o 
 
This is a work of passion. 
 
It is the enthusiasm and support from fans like Michael that has helped to make the Yamaha 
GENOS the top Arranger Keyboard in the world. 
 
Michael works at BONNERS, UK’s largest Keyboard Dealer. 
 
https://www.bonnersmusic.co.uk/collections/keyboards 
 
 
They have tons of demos on their YouTube Channel: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ihEVZCc97RfvrzDaXoAHg/videos 
 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xAdNuIC49KI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UNd5lmfOD0o
https://www.bonnersmusic.co.uk/collections/keyboards
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ihEVZCc97RfvrzDaXoAHg/videos
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Yamaha GENOS Voices & Style Expansion 
 
Yamaha did a massive favor to all GENOS owners by making their entire Voice and Style 
Expansion library completely FREE. 
 
These expansion packs were priced around $100 when they were introduced. 
 
https://uk.yamaha.com/en/products/contents/keyboards/vse/index.html 
 
 

 
 
 
Select Genos to see the full listing: 

https://uk.yamaha.com/en/products/contents/keyboards/vse/index.html
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Download them all and install them into your GENOS using the Yamaha Expansion Manager. 
 
https://usa.yamaha.com/support/updates/yem_win_v260.html 
 

 

https://usa.yamaha.com/support/updates/yem_win_v260.html
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Yamaha Music Soft 
 
The best source to get professionally arranged XF MIDI files voiced for the Yamaha GENOS 
Arranger is Yamaha Music Soft: 
 
https://shop.usa.yamaha.com/en/downloadables/songs/midi.html 
 

 
 
They are priced from $8.99 to $6.99 
 
You get volume discounts. 

https://shop.usa.yamaha.com/en/downloadables/songs/midi.html
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MIDISpot.com 
 
MIDISpot is another great source for professionally arranged XF MIDI Files for your GENOS. 
 
https://www.midispot.com/en/ 
 

 
 
 

https://www.midispot.com/en/
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Demos by Peter Baartmans, Susan Albers, Martin Harris and Michel Voncken 
 
Peter Baartmans is an exceptionally talented freelance artist for Yamaha. 
 
His keyboard techniques and wizardry pushes the envelope of what can be done with a top of 
the line arranger. 
 
Here is a stunning hour and a half demo by Peter Baartmans and Susan Albers. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pfa2iWZPUvw 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pfa2iWZPUvw
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Here is Martin Harris showcasing the features on the GENOS.  
 
Mr. Harris led the development of the Yamaha Tyros and the Yamaha GENOS. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwBLCaBRcwY 
 

 
 
Here is an enjoyable 90-min session with Michel Vonchen on the Yamaha PSR-S970 Arranger. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rP2Fhmo8D8 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RwBLCaBRcwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rP2Fhmo8D8
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The Unofficial YAMAHA Keyboard Resource Site by Jørgen Sørensen 
 
This is the Central Clearing House for all Yamaha Arranger Keyboard Resources.  
 
This website is hosted by Jørgen Sørensen who has developed dozens of Utilities for the Yamaha 
Arranger Keyboards. 
 
http://www.jososoft.dk/yamaha/fora.htm 
 
 

 
 
 
You can spend days and months exploring everything Jørgen has compiled. 
 

http://www.jososoft.dk/yamaha/fora.htm
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You can view a listing of Jørgen’s own utilities at this link: 
 
http://www.jososoft.dk/yamaha/software/software.htm 
 
He has developed a solution for every use case you may ever encounter. 
 

 

http://www.jososoft.dk/yamaha/software/software.htm
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The SynthZone Forum run by Nigel 
 
This is the home of all professional keyboard players from around the world. This site is run by 
Nigel. 
 
http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/category/5/The_Arranger_Keyboard_Forum
s 
 

 
 
 

http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/category/5/The_Arranger_Keyboard_Forums
http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/category/5/The_Arranger_Keyboard_Forums


                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
216 

The most popular forum is the General Arranger Keyboard Forum: 
 
http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/forums/37/1/General_Arranger_Keyboard_
Foru 
 
 

 
 
This is a fantastic resource. Every question gets answered within hours by experts and 
performing musicians. 
 
Jørgen Sørensen will personally reply to your technical issues. 
 
If you are seeking professional advice on purchasing a piece of musical equipment like a 
keyboard, mixer, power amp, microphone, laptop, tablet or a computer, you will get help from 
experts who have years of experience. 
 

http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/forums/37/1/General_Arranger_Keyboard_Foru
http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/forums/37/1/General_Arranger_Keyboard_Foru
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6,675 Free Lead Sheets in Music XML format 
 
The most popular thread on SynthZone is for downloading 6,675 lead sheets in Music XML 
format. 
 
http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/topics/384909/Download_for_Wikifonia_all
_6,6#Post384909 
 

 
 
This thread was started by Scott Langholff, a long term member of SynthZone. 
 
Nigel has since made this a sticky. 
 
Yes, you are free to download 6,675 lead sheets from: 
 
http://www.synthzone.com/files/Wikifonia/Wikifonia.zip 
 

http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/topics/384909/Download_for_Wikifonia_all_6,6#Post384909
http://www.synthzone.com/forum/ubbthreads.php/topics/384909/Download_for_Wikifonia_all_6,6#Post384909
http://www.synthzone.com/files/Wikifonia/Wikifonia.zip
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The songs do not take up much space. They are in the compressed MXL format. 
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You can import these Music XML files into MuseScore 3.6.2 and print out beautiful PDFs. 
 

 
 
You can click on any Chord to hear the sound. 
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The best part is that you can also import these MXL files into Notation Composer 4. 
 

 
 
Notation Composer 4 reads the Chords and the Lyrics from the source MXL file. 
 
When you Export this as an XG MIDI file, Notation Composer 4 inserts the XF META Chord 
Events. 
 
You can load the resultant XF MIDI file on any Yamaha Arranger Keyboard and have the  
Chords change automatically as you play any Style. 
 
This alone makes it worthwhile to purchase Notation Composer 4. You have ready access to 
6,675 XF MIDI files! 



                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
221 

Larry Hawk, another long term SynthZone member was kind enough to convert 6,233 of these 
MXL files into clear, sharp PDFs. 
 
You can download them from this link: 
 
https://app.box.com/s/h4a8x8w01e70grijkaw0 
 

 

https://app.box.com/s/h4a8x8w01e70grijkaw0
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Here is a sample PDF: 
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The PSR Tutorial Website 
 
This website has a treasure trove of resources for Yamaha Arranger fans. It was set up by Joe P. 
Waters 20 years ago and now Roger Brenizer helps with the administration. 
 
The PSR Tutorial Website has the largest collection of Lessons, Songs, Styles and Utilities. 
 
https://www.psrtutorial.com/  
 
 

 

https://www.psrtutorial.com/
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Although everything you see on the PSR Tutorial Website is free, it is far more convenient to 
have Joe copy the products you want on a thumb drive and have it mailed to you. 
 
Visit this link to view the Lesson, Styles, and Songs you can purchase for a small price. 
It helps Joe maintain his website. 
 
https://www.psrtutorial.com/cdrom/productsum.html 
 

 

https://www.psrtutorial.com/cdrom/productsum.html
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The Song Collections are massive. They contain the MP3 files of the performances. 
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I was overjoyed with my purchase of the following 6 products: 
 

 2017 Lessons Plus   

 Style Collection #15    

 Style Collection #11    

 MIDI Library     

 Song Collection 2019-18   

 Song Collection 2017-16  
 
Joe copied them onto a stylish 32GB Kingston DTSE9 USB 2.0 drive. 
 

 
 

 
 
It contained 94,270 files occupying 15.2 GB of space! 
 
You can reach Joe Waters at jpwaters@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:jpwaters@gmail.com
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Every performer featured on PSR Tutorial has their dedicated web page with a brief history. 
 
This is Joe Waters’ page. 
 
https://psrtutorial.com/perf/joeWaters.html 
 

 

https://psrtutorial.com/perf/joeWaters.html
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This is Roger Brenizer’s page. 
 
https://psrtutorial.com/perf/rogerBrenizer.html 
 
Roger is the System Administrator for PSTutorial.com 
 

 
 

https://psrtutorial.com/perf/rogerBrenizer.html
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The Utilities Page on PSR Tutorial has handy links to all the Yamaha Arranger Utilities you may 
ever need: 
 
https://psrtutorial.com/util/index.html 
 
 

 
 
Open the 8 Tabs on the top to see the software tools created by: 
 

 Michael Bedesem 

 Murray Best 

 Joe Maas 

 Heiko Plate 

 Jørgen Sørensen 

 Etienne Volbragt 

 Peter Wierzba 

 Kim Winther 

https://psrtutorial.com/util/index.html
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The PSR Tutorial Forum 
 
This forum is dedicated to discussions on Yamaha Arranger Keyboards. 
 
Membership has grown to almost 3000. 
 
https://www.psrtutorial.com/forum/ 
 
 

 
 
 
If you have any issues registering as a member just email Roger Brenizer at 
rlbrenizer@rlbrenizer.com 
 
 

https://www.psrtutorial.com/forum/
mailto:rlbrenizer@rlbrenizer.com


                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
231 

 

Create Song Styles Website 
 
This website has the Fake Books, PDF Lead Sheets, MIDI Files and Song Styles for any piece of 
music you can think of. 
 
https://createsongstyles.com 
 

 
 
 
The membership is $21 per year. 
 
You can cancel your membership anytime by sending an email to rphillipchuk@gmail.com 
 
With this vast resource available at your fingertips, the membership is absolutely worth it. 

https://createsongstyles.com/
mailto:rphillipchuk@gmail.com
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Here are some of the resources you can download: 
 
https://createsongstyles.com/index.php?board=164.0 
 

 

https://createsongstyles.com/index.php?board=164.0
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Here is a sample of all the files you can download for Dancing Queen by ABBA 
 
https://createsongstyles.com/index.php?topic=11484.0 
 

 
 
You get the PDF Lead Sheet, the MIDI file, the MP3 file and the Song Style for your Arranger. 
 

https://createsongstyles.com/index.php?topic=11484.0
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Yamaha Keyboard Players Forum 
 
This forum was set up by Eileen Lowry. She is an accomplished player and an expert on the 
Yamaha GENOS. She answers every single question. This is her life, her passion. 
 
https://www.yamahakeyboardplayers.com/ 
 

 
 

 

https://www.yamahakeyboardplayers.com/
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Yamaha Musicians Forum 
 
This is another great resource to have your technical questions answered on the GENOS. 
 
https://www.yamahamusicians.com/forum/viewforum.php?f=160 
 

 
 

 

https://www.yamahamusicians.com/forum/viewforum.php?f=160
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Strawberry Music Ltd by Neil Blake 
 
Neil Blake has created some unique products for the Yamaha GENOS Arranger Keyboard. 
 
He made 10 Registrations for each of the 100 Songs from the popular Fake Book – 100 
Instrumental Songs. This project took him 7 months to prepare the 1000 Registrations. 
 
Neil has uploaded 8 YouTube videos demoing short excerpts from some of the songs using his 
custom Registrations. 
 
INSTRUMENTAL BLOCKBUSTERS Genos video 1  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKSSUs6VsGA 
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL BLOCKBUSTERS Genos Video 2  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GaNTf5UH594 
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL BLOCKBUSTERS Genos video 3  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lk0s4MCj4Ns 
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL BLOCKBUSTERS Genos video 4  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSyMW3kY_qI 
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL BLOCKBUSTERS Genos video 5  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMPHUGawkXc 
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL BLOCKBUSTERS Genos video 6  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Sl_xPdn99c 
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL BLOCKBUSTERS Genos video 7  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEcx_HtA2iU 
  
 
INSTRUMENTAL BLOCKBUSTERS Genos video 8  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQPrkft5OQo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKSSUs6VsGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GaNTf5UH594
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lk0s4MCj4Ns
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSyMW3kY_qI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMPHUGawkXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Sl_xPdn99c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FEcx_HtA2iU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQPrkft5OQo
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Neil started taking formal lessons at age 14. He has 46 years of professional experience. He was 
once asked by Yamaha to join their team. 
 
Neil decided to start his own company Strawberry Music Ltd. 
 
https://www.strawberrymusicltd.com/ 
 
His products can also be ordered from his eBay store: 
 
https://www.ebay.com/str/Strawberry-Music-Ltd 
 
You can listen to more of his performances on the Genos on his YouTube Channel: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/c/StrawberryMusicLtd/videos 
 

 

https://www.strawberrymusicltd.com/
https://www.ebay.com/str/Strawberry-Music-Ltd
https://www.youtube.com/c/StrawberryMusicLtd/videos
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He made a similar product based on the Easy Keyboard Fake Book – 100 Songs 
 
You can listen to the 7 videos he made for this product named Keep Calm and Play Yamaha. 
 
Keep Calm and Play Yamaha: Video 1 from Strawberry Music Ltd. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4NWAW2lupw 
 
 
Keep Calm and Play Yamaha: Video 2 from Strawberry Music Ltd. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc6E0aw0L5c 
 
 
Keep Calm and Play Yamaha: Video 3 from Strawberry Music Ltd. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kzw0h1ZoFWk 
 
 
Keep Calm and Play Yamaha: Video 4 from Strawberry Music Ltd. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xU0GMgawCZk 
 
 
Keep Calm and Play Yamaha: Video 5 from Strawberry Music Ltd. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJhemJsmfgw 
 
 
Keep Calm and Play Yamaha: Video 6 from Strawberry Music Ltd. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cVYxAaTRxc 
 
 
Keep Calm and Play Yamaha: Video 7 from Strawberry Music Ltd. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLwP5-xnENY 
 
 
 
 
You can reach Neil Blake at NeilBlake50@sky.com 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W4NWAW2lupw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bc6E0aw0L5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kzw0h1ZoFWk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xU0GMgawCZk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJhemJsmfgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cVYxAaTRxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLwP5-xnENY
mailto:NeilBlake50@sky.com
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I was delighted with both of these products. 
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 Easy Sounds 
 
Easy Sounds is a third party developer of excellent Sound Expansion packs for the Yamaha 
GENOS. 
 
https://easysoundsshop.de/yamaha-electronic-keyboards/yamaha-genos/ 
 

 
 
 

 

https://easysoundsshop.de/yamaha-electronic-keyboards/yamaha-genos/
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eBay 
 
You will find an astonishing collection of GENOS Styles and MIDI Files from various sellers. 
 
Here is one example: 
 
https://www.ebay.com/itm/Yamaha-GENOS-Professional-Styles-and-MIDIS-
DOWNLOAD/254684075024 
 
 

 
 
This is a must have collection of 10,000 Styles, 5000 MIDI files and hundreds for Song Styles for 
your GENOS for about $25. 
 
 

https://www.ebay.com/itm/Yamaha-GENOS-Professional-Styles-and-MIDIS-DOWNLOAD/254684075024
https://www.ebay.com/itm/Yamaha-GENOS-Professional-Styles-and-MIDIS-DOWNLOAD/254684075024
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YouTube 
 
Want to hear what the Yamaha GENOS Arranger Keyboard is capable of? 
 
Search for Peter Baartmans, Martin Harris or Michel Voncken on YouTube. 
 
Here are a few to get you started: 
 
 
Demos by Peter Baartmans 
 
Yamaha GENOS 2.0 Sound Demo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m2dDAmyQ80 
 
Yamaha Genos Demo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRXtqVS3UJs 
 
Peter Baartmans first demo Yamaha Genos VIP Europe (Part 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3xFZaQqtxc 
 
Peter Baartmans first demo Yamaha Genos VIP Europe (Part 2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwo_kra5q_s 
 
Peter Baartmans first demo Yamaha Genos VIP Europe (Part 3) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpkbrdd-i1Y 
 
Peter Baartmans op z'n best (Part 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGHp5bAlPqc 
 
Peter Baartmans op z'n best (Part 2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xl4TzUdBF5o 
 
Peter Baartmans op z'n best (Part 3) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArNJ8NtPcas 
 
Peter Baartmans op z'n best (Part 4) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cc7fht_2Sxs 
 
Oostendorp Genos demo Peter Baartmans & Sander Tournier 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QS_1AfHptw 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m2dDAmyQ80
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mRXtqVS3UJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3xFZaQqtxc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lwo_kra5q_s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zpkbrdd-i1Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XGHp5bAlPqc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xl4TzUdBF5o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ArNJ8NtPcas
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cc7fht_2Sxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QS_1AfHptw
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DEMO GENOS YAMAHA & LYDALY Peter Baartmans (Part 1) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8MJbbIJO7A 
 
 
DEMO GENOS YAMAHA & LYDALY Peter Baartmans (Part 2) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjrIFUMjhnY 
 
 
DEMO GENOS YAMAHA & LYDALY Peter Baartmans (Part 3) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91mdHauOo8g 
 
 
DEMO GENOS YAMAHA & LYDALY Peter Baartmans (Part 4)  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ivLpbsEEu8 
 
 
 
Demos by Martin Harris 
 
Yamaha Genos Arranger Workstation Keyboard 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9qAo7LPooA 
 
Demo Yamaha Genos - Martin Harris 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Bac3ofr6vE 
 
 
 
Demo by Krzysztof Pajak 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGuI6dEvBQE 
 
 
 
Demo by Andrew Gilbert 
 
Yamaha Genos Review | UK Home Keyboard Player Sounds & Styles 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxeWRmhqyHA 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v8MJbbIJO7A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjrIFUMjhnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91mdHauOo8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ivLpbsEEu8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9qAo7LPooA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Bac3ofr6vE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGuI6dEvBQE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QxeWRmhqyHA
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Performances by various talented keyboard players 
 
 
KeyBTyros (Rico is an active member on SynthZone) 
https://www.youtube.com/c/KeyBTyros/videos 
 
 
Telmo Gama (One of the most creative musicians, also a SynthZone member) 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Telmo3190/videos 
 
 
Petry Gilles 
https://www.youtube.com/c/petrygilles/videos 
 
 
Jarek M 
https://www.youtube.com/user/Jerry9544/videos 
 
 
Andrew Keyz 
https://www.youtube.com/c/AndrewKeyz/videos 
 
 
SoundPhase 
https://www.youtube.com/c/soundphase/videos 
 
 
KeyboardPlayer 
https://www.youtube.com/c/Keyboardplayer/videos 
 
 
Are you convinced yet on buying a Yamaha GENOS Arranger Keyboard? 
 
You are in luck. Please read the following section. I have saved the best for last!

https://www.youtube.com/c/KeyBTyros/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/Telmo3190/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/petrygilles/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/Jerry9544/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/AndrewKeyz/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/soundphase/videos
https://www.youtube.com/c/Keyboardplayer/videos
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Frank Ventresca, owner of AudioProCT.com 
 
Frank Ventresca has been a long term member of SynthZone.  
 
Frank is an Arranger Keyboard enthusiast. He has played on every top of the line arranger 
keyboard from every major manufacturer and is a powerhouse of information. 
 
He also owns a music store in Milford, Connecticut. 
 
https://www.AudioProCT.com 
 

 
 
He is a dealer for Yamaha, Korg, Roland, Ketron, Casio and many other brands. 

https://www.audioproct.com/
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All it takes is just one email to Frank frank@audioproct.com or a phone call to (203) 806-5555 
and Frank will have your GENOS delivered to your doorstep at a price will below any other music 
retailer. 
 
If you are looking to purchase any musical gear, be it an Arranger Keyboard, Workstation Synth, 
Sound Module, Mixer, Speakers, Power Amps, Cables, Effect Processors, Microphones, Guitars, 
Drums, Headphones, etc., then the only email you need to send is to Frank. 
 
Frank carries all the major brands: 
 
https://audioproct.com/brands 
 
Frank has saved thousands of dollars over the years for all SynthZone members. 
 
He is considered an asset and a reliable friend in the music business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:frank@audioproct.com
https://audioproct.com/brands
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Closing Thoughts 
 
Yamaha Arranger Keyboards have the unique capability to read the Chord META Events 
embedded as short System Exclusive messages in XF MIDI files. 
 
The Yamaha XF Format is an extension to the XG Format. 
 
This is what drives the Chord changes when you pick a Style and play back an XF MIDI file on a 
Yamaha Arranger. 
 
The Chord Names along with the Lyrics show up in the display making it easy to learn a Song. 
 

 
 
The easiest way to obtain an XF MIDI file is to purchase them from Yamaha Music Soft or 
MIDISpot.com tailored for your specific Yamaha Arranger Keyboard. 
 
What if the song you are seeking is not readily available in the Yamaha XF MIDI format? 
 
What if you just have a printed score sheet as your source? 
 
The cheapest solution is to download the NoteReader App from the Apple App Store and 
upgrade to the NoteReader Premium edition for $9.99. 
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The Premium edition allows you to take a picture of your score sheet with your iPhone camera, 
have the song instantly played back on your iPhone as well as send the MIDI file to your mailbox. 
 
You can now open this Standard MIDI file in Notation Composer 4, manually enter the Chords 
and Lyrics and Export as an XG MIDI file. 
 
Notation Composer 4 automatically inserts the Yamaha XF META Chord Events saving the XG 
MIDI file as a true XF MIDI file. 
 
This resulting XF MIDI file plays back flawlessly on all Yamaha Arrangers and Yamaha Clavinovas. 
 
Notation Composer has the unique capability of preserving all MIDI events of your source MIDI 
file when you Export to MIDI. 
 
The guarantees that all your MIDI Events including SysEx Events, Controller Events, Pedal Events, 
variation in Velocity, Channel Pressure, etc., are preserved in the exported MIDI file. 
 
You can be rest assured that your Exported MIDI file from Notation Composer will sound exactly 
as your source MIDI file and sound exactly the same when played back through your instrument. 
 
Notation Composer 4 costs $98.99. 
 
This gives you a working solution for ($9.99 + $98.99) = $108.98 
 
If on the other hand, you want to have a rock solid professional solution you should add the 
Epson Perfection V39 flatbed Photo Scanner ($99.99) and the SmartScore 64 Professional Music 
Scanning software for $299 (with the 25% discount). 
 
Your professional solution would amount to ($99.99 + $299 + 98.99) = $497.98 
 
As of this writing, Notation Composer 4 is the only commercially available Music Notation 
Software that can produce Yamaha XF MIDI files. 
 
Notation Composer 4 is more like a Swiss Army Knife. It covers everything from Note entry to 
Music Arranging to MIDI Sequencing to Printing Lead Sheets and Guitar Tabs. It Imports and 
Exports to both compressed (.MXL) and uncompressed (.XML) Music XML formats. 
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You can download some sample Music XML files and see how Notation Composer 4 converted 
them into XF MIDI files and Fake Book Style Lead Sheets. 
 
http://www.davidapps.net/testfiles.zip 
 
You can always contact Sherry Crann, Product Manager at Notation Software and have your 
issues resolved within minutes. This makes Notation Composer 4 a valuable tool for Yamaha 
Arranger owners at a bargain price. 
 
Dorico is the newest entry to the Music Notation Software landscape. It has been designed 
grounds up by former Sibelius developers. It takes a fresh look on how a modern interface can 
simplify the full stack of workflow from project setup to music composing, arranging, performing 
and printing. 
 
Dorico is a joy to use and is poised to become the next generation Music Notation Software 
eclipsing all competition. Once the XF extensions are added, the free version of Dorico would 
become the tool of choice for creating XF MIDI files. 
 
I learned a lot during my research on finding the best way for creating your own XF MIDI files 
from a printed score sheet. 
 
I have included enough information for a beginner to get their feet wet. 
 
I hope this User Guide comes in handy to others. 
 
If you are interested in building your own PC for music production you can download a fully 
illustrated User Guide from: 
 
http://www.davidapps.net/arcgispc.html 
 
I have included a large number of annotated graphics with my instructions to make it easy for a 
first time PC builder. 
 
This powerful desktop PC was initially built to run 3D GIS applications. It turned out to be a rock 
solid performer for music as well.  
 
One of the most important factors for a PC optimized for music is that it must be quiet.  
 
The Fractal Design Define R5 Silent ATX Midtower case along with the Noctua NH-U12S CPU 
Cooler with dual NF-F12 120mm premium fans helped to eliminate all noise. You can’t hear the 
PC from a distance greater than 3ft. 
 

http://www.davidapps.net/testfiles.zip
http://www.davidapps.net/arcgispc.html


                                               Converting a Score Sheet to an XF MIDI File 

 
251 

  
 
Now go ahead and make some beautiful music, be happy and share your joy with others! 
 
 
Best regards, 
 
 
David Das 
das.t@att.net 
 
Life is Music! 
 
 
 
Last revised: 4/6/2021 

mailto:das.t@att.net
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